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In brief

Finding sensitive data in a sea of digital information is tough. One fact stands out: most companies have
data they don’t know exists.

Finding sensitive data in a sea of digital information is tough. One fact stands out: most companies have
data they don’t know exists. This article will check, how to find and protect that hidden data.

What is Sensitive Data Discovery Software?

Sensitive data discovery software helps find personal and important data across a company’s digital
space. This type of software scans files and databases to see what kind of data is there. It looks for
things like Social Security numbers, credit card details, or any information that can identify someone
(PII). The goal is to protect this data from getting lost or stolen. This software uses technologies such
as artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning to sort through large amounts of data quickly. It can
tell which data is sensitive and needs more protection. With so much data being created every day,
these tools are key for keeping information safe. Protecting personal data starts with knowing where
it is. Now let’s look at the challenges in finding this hidden sensitive data.

Key Challenges in Sensitive Data Discovery

Discovering sensitive data can be complex due to hidden locations, varied data sources, and compliance
with regulations. Ensuring accurate detection and management of diverse data formats presents
challenges.

Locating hidden sensitive data

Finding hidden sensitive data is a tough job. It’s like looking for needles in a giant digital haystack. Many
companies have lots of files and emails buried deep in their systems. This hidden info could include
things like social security numbers or credit card details. The challenge comes from the fact that this
data can live anywhere, from old hard drives to cloud storage. Sensitive data discovery software
helps spot these hidden pieces of data. It scans through mountains of digital content quickly. This way, it
finds personal and financial information that shouldn’t be out in the open. With this software,
businesses can protect themselves better against leaks or hacks by knowing exactly where sensitive
data hides.

Managing diverse data formats and sources
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Managing diverse data formats and sources is a big challenge. Data comes in many forms like emails,
documents, and databases. It also comes from different places, such as cloud storage, computers, and
mobile devices. This variety makes finding sensitive data hard. Firms use tools that can handle all
these types to help solve this problem. The key to effective data discovery lies in the ability to process
various data formats from multiple sources.

Ensuring compliance with regulations

Ensuring compliance with regulations is important in sensitive data discovery. Companies must adhere
to data protection laws like GDPR, CCPA, and HIPAA to avoid hefty fines and maintain trust with their
customers. Sensitive data discovery software ensures that organizations can identify and protect
personal identifiable information (PII), credit card details, and other confidential data as part of
regulatory requirements. By implementing these tools, businesses can demonstrate due diligence in
safeguarding sensitive information against unauthorized access or breaches. To fulfill regulatory
obligations effectively, companies need to show strong processes for identifying, securing, and
managing sensitive data. This helps in building a secure environment while also fostering confidence
among clients and people involved. It’s important for companies to invest in the right technology to
assist them in complying with various regulations related to data privacy.

Benefits of Sensitive Data Discovery Software

Sensitive data discovery software enhances data security, improves regulatory compliance, and
streamlines data management. To learn more about maximizing the protection of your sensitive
information, examine into our blog.

improve data security

Sensitive data discovery software enhances data security by identifying and protecting sensitive
information from unauthorized access, reducing the risk of data breaches. It ensures that personally
identifiable information (PII) and other sensitive data are encrypted, masked, or redacted to prevent
exposure. With the growing number of data privacy regulations and increasing cybersecurity threats,
implementing sensitive data discovery tools is important for safeguarding valuable information. By
employing automated data classification and real-time monitoring, organizations can proactively detect
vulnerabilities and enforce strict control over their sensitive information, ultimately fortifying their
overall data security posture. The use of sensitive data discovery software has become imperative as
industry reports show a significant increase in cyberattacks targeting personal and confidential
information. For instance, according to the Identity Theft Resource Center’s 2022 Annual Data Breach
Report, there were 1,862 publicly disclosed breaches exposing over 400 million records in the U.S
alone. Such alarming statistics show the urgency for strong measures like sensitive data discovery
software to protect against these threats.

Improved regulatory compliance

Sensitive data discovery software plays an essential role in ensuring improved regulatory compliance.
By automating the identification and classification of sensitive data, these tools assist organizations in
complying with data protection laws such as GDPR, HIPAA, and CCPA. They enable companies to
accurately identify Personally Identifiable Information (PII), thus reducing the risk of non-compliance
penalties. Moreover, such software provides real-time monitoring and alerts for potential violations,
empowering businesses to maintain proactive adherence to changing regulatory requirements. Moving
on from this valuable capability of sensitive data discovery software is an exploration of the benefits
that stem from improve data security.
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Streamlined data management

Improved regulatory compliance ensures that sensitive data is managed effectively. Efficient data
management plays a important role in this process by organizing and structuring data systematically,
making it easier to locate and protect sensitive information. This approach involves implementing
strong data classification systems, automating workflows, and centralizing data governance practices.
By optimizing data management, organizations can achieve greater control over their sensitive
information, reducing the risk of privacy breaches and enhancing overall data protection efforts.
Efficient data management also allows for better visibility into the organization’s entire data field,
helping identify potential risks and vulnerabilities more proactively. Through effective cataloging and
inventorying of sensitive information, companies can implement targeted controls to secure their most
critical assets. Moreover, centralized management facilitates smooth collaboration between different
departments or business units within an organization while ensuring consistent application of security
policies across all areas.

Top Features to Look for in Sensitive Data Discovery Tools

When choosing sensitive data discovery tools, prioritize automation for data classification, leveraging
AI and machine learning capabilities to improve accuracy and efficiency. Real-time monitoring and
alerts are essential in promptly identifying and responding to potential data breaches or unauthorized
access incidents.

Automated data classification

Automated data classification is a important feature to consider in sensitive data discovery tools. It
allows for the automatic categorization of large volumes of data based on predefined criteria, such as
sensitivity level or regulatory requirements, which saves time and effort. By utilizing AI and machine
learning capabilities, these tools can precisely identify and tag sensitive information like personally
identifiable information (PII) without human intervention. This both improves data security by ensuring
that sensitive data is adequately protected, and simplifies compliance efforts by streamlining the
process of managing diverse data formats while meeting stringent regulations. For example,
automated classification software can rapidly detect and label PII across various file types and
sources, enabling organizations to effectively safeguard personal data against potential breaches.
Statistical Data: Automated classification reduces manual effort significantly, providing precise
tagging and organization for better regulatory compliance and heightened security.

AI and machine learning capabilities

Sensitive Data Discovery Tools with AI and machine learning capabilities can automatically classify
data, identify potential threats, and adapt to changing trends. They offer real-time monitoring and
alerts for unusual activities, enabling proactive intervention. These tools employ advanced algorithms
to analyze vast datasets rapidly, enhancing fraud detection efficiency. Moreover, they use the process
of sifting through diverse data formats and sources by automating classification. By leveraging these
technologies, organizations can significantly reduce the time and resources required for managing
sensitive data while bolstering their overall security posture.

Real-time monitoring and alerts
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Sensitive data discovery software with real-time monitoring and alerts features helps organizations
keep a constant eye on their data. It notifies them immediately if any sensitive information is accessed
or moved, allowing swift action to prevent unauthorized access or breaches. These tools use AI and
machine learning to detect anomalies in data access patterns, providing proactive protection against
potential security threats. With the increasing risk of data breaches, these real-time alerts play a
important role in maintaining the integrity and security of sensitive information, creating a proactive
defense against potential cyber threats.

Top Sensitive Data Discovery Tools

Discovering the best Sensitive Data Discovery Tools, Strac, Digital Guardian and Spirion, are here to
improve your data security and compliance efforts. These advanced tools offer automated data
classification, AI capabilities, and real-time monitoring for effective sensitive data discovery.

Strac

Strac is an modern, sensitive data discovery tool that provides automated data classification and
real-time monitoring features. It utilizes AI and machine learning to effectively locate concealed
sensitive data across various formats and sources, simplifying regulatory compliance, such as PII
detection. It bolsters data security by delivering streamlined data management capabilities.. Moreover,
this tool distinguishes itself with its strong fraud detection capabilities, aiding in addressing
cybersecurity challenges related to the Internet of Things (IoT). Strac’s advanced features establish a
new benchmark for sensitive data discovery tools, delivering unparalleled precision in identifying and
safeguarding critical information. With its modern features customized to address the ever-changing
field of privacy protection and information security, Strac proves to be indispensable for businesses
seeking more than just basic data management software.

Digital Guardian

Digital Guardian is a top-tier sensitive data discovery tool. It provides automated data classification to
pinpoint and safeguard personally identifiable information (PII). The software integrates AI and
machine learning capabilities, enabling real-time monitoring of data activities to identify fraud and
guarantee privacy protection. With Digital Guardian, businesses can improve their data security through
thorough analytics, supporting regulatory compliance with strong features for efficiently managing
diverse data formats. Digital Guardian’s advanced capabilities position it as a leading choice in the field
of sensitive data detection tools. Its customized strategy for safeguarding sensitive information
underscores its effectiveness in a constantly changing field of digital data management software.

Spirion

Spirion excels in automated data classification and PII detection, utilizing AI and machine learning for
real-time monitoring and alerts. It stands out with its capacity to handle diverse data formats, making it
a versatile choice for businesses dealing with various types of sensitive information. Moreover, it
assists in regulatory compliance by streamlining data management through its strong features.

Conclusion
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Sensitive data discovery software is important for organizations dealing with large volumes of data. It
aids in locating hidden sensitive data.. Investing in sensitive data discovery tools both enhances data
security and streamlines data management and improves regulatory compliance. Advanced features
such as automated data classification, AI and machine learning capabilities, and real-time monitoring
make these tools essential for businesses. today, where privacy protection is important, discovering
the right sensitive data discovery software can be transformative for organizations striving to secure
their digital haystacks.
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