What Is the Minecraft Enchanting Table Language?
The Real Meaning Behind Those Symbols

TechRounder PDF Edition

Live article:
https://www.techrounder.com/games/what-is-the-minecraft-enchanting-table-language-the-real-meaning-behind-thos
e-symbols/

By Vipin PG | Published July 8, 2026 | Updated July 9, 2026 | Format: Explainer | 4 min read

In brief

The strange symbols on Minecraft’'s enchanting table are called the Standard Galactic Alphabet (SGA) -
a simple cipher where each symbol replaces one English letter. It's not an alien language or ancient
magic script. It was actually created in 1990 for a completely different video game, and Mojang
borrowed it just because it looked mysterious. The words shown next to enchantments are randomly
picked and have no effect on which enchantment you actually get.

If you've ever hovered over an enchantment and squinted at those blocky, alien-looking symbols
wondering what they say, you're not alone. It's one of the most searched mysteries in Minecratft, and
the real answer is more interesting than most people expect.

It's Not Alien. It’s Not Magic. It's a 1990s Video Game Font

The script is officially called the Standard Galactic Alphabet. Every symbol stands in for a regular
English letter , A through Z , so technically, once you know the key, you can read exactly what it says.
It's not a real language with its own grammar or vocabulary. It's just English, dressed up. In the game
files, it exists as a simple image file that swaps out the normal alphabet for these symbols whenever
the enchanting table text is displayed. There’s no hidden depth to it mechanically , it's a font, not a
language engine.

Where This Alphabet Actually Came From

Here’s the part most players never expect: Minecraft didn’t invent this alphabet. It's over 20 years

older than the game itself. The Standard Galactic Alphabet was created in 1990 by game designer Tom
Hall, while he was working on Commander Keen: Invasion of the Vorticons , one of the earliest games
made by id Software (the studio that later created Doom and Quake). Hall originally just wanted the
"Exit" signs in the game to look more alien, so he redrew the letters as strange symbols. It worked so
well that he expanded it into a full alphabet, used it to hide little jokes and messages throughout the
game, and gave it a name. Fans of that game spent years decoding it by hand, and id Software even hid
translation keys in secret levels so dedicated players could crack the code themselves. Fast forward

to 2011: Minecraft's creator, Notch, was building the enchanting system and needed a font that felt
magical and unreadable at a glance. Rather than invent something new, he reused the Standard Galactic
Alphabet. Longtime PC gamers recognized it almost instantly.

Wait , Isn’t This Some Ancient Occult Alphabet?
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A common myth online claims this script is connected to real historical magic , specifically a
16th-century "Celestial Alphabet" used in old occult texts, or that it's secretly related to Hebrew. It

isn't. The confusion comes down to visual coincidence. Both scripts use blocky, geometric shapes with
small floating dots, so at a glance they feel similar. But there’s no actual historical or linguistic
connection between them. The Minecraft symbols are a modern, secular creation from a 1990s video
game , nothing more.

Does the Text Actually Mean Anything? Can You Translate It to Get Better
Enchantments?

This is the question most people are really asking, so here’s the direct answer: no. The text you see
next to each enchantment option is randomly pulled from a list of English words built into the game. It's
decorative. It has zero connection to which enchantment you'll actually receive. Translating it will just
give you a random, meaningless string of words like "cold embiggen sphere" , not a hint or a preview
of anything. What does determine your enchantment odds is much simpler: it comes down to your
experience level and how many bookshelves surround your enchanting table. More bookshelves (up to
15) increase your chances of higher-level enchantments , but that has nothing to do with the symbols
themselves. The only exception is custom, heavily modded servers where someone has deliberately
rewritten the game to make the text meaningful. In standard, unmodified Minecraft, it's always just

for show.

How to Read It Yourself: The Full Cipher

If you want to decode any Minecraft enchanting text yourself, here’s the complete letter-by-letter key:

Letter: A | Symbol: ? | Letter: N | Symbol: ?
Letter: B | Symbol: ? | Letter: O | Symbol: J
Letter: C | Symbol: ? | Letter: P | Symbol: !j
Letter: D | Symbol: ? | Letter: Q | Symbol: ?
Letter: E | Symbol: ? | Letter: R | Symbol: ?
Letter: F | Symbol: ? | Letter: S | Symbol: ?
Letter: G | Symbol: ? | Letter: T | Symbol: ?
Letter: H | Symbol: ? | Letter: U | Symbol: ?
Letter: I | Symbol: ? | Letter: V | Symbol: ?
Letter: J | Symbol: ? | Letter: W | Symbol: ?
Letter: K | Symbol: ? | Letter: X | Symbol: /
Letter: L | Symbol: ? | Letter: Y | Symbol: ||
Letter: M | Symbol: ? | Letter: Z | Symbol: ?
A couple of things worth knowing: this alphabet doesn’t distinguish between uppercase and lowercase

, one symbol covers both. And in-game, numbers and punctuation aren’t converted at all; only letters
get swapped.

Secret Messages Mojang Hid Using This Font

Even though the enchanting text itself is random, the word list it pulls from isn’t random luck , it was
hand-picked, and it contains some fun references:

- The words "klaatu,” "barada," and "nikto" are a nod to the classic 1951 sci-fi film The Day the Earth
Stood Still .
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- The words "the," "elder," and "scrolls" were added as a wink at Mojang’s real-life trademark dispute

with Bethesda over their card game Scrolls .

- Fragments of the famous Cthulhu chant from H.P. Lovecraft's horror stories are tucked into the word

list too.

Mojang has also used this font outside the game itself. A limited-edition Minecraft Xbox One S console
had a hidden message printed on the bottom in this alphabet, reading "never dig straight down" , a
playful nod to one of the most well-known survival tips in the game.

Want to Write or Decode Your Own Messages?

If you'd like to write something in this alphabet , for a Discord nhame, a tattoo, fan art, or just for fun ,

you don’'t need to do it by hand. Several free web-based translators let you type normal text and
instantly convert it into the symbol set. There are also downloadable fonts and even mobile keyboard
apps that let you type directly in this alphabet. Since the alphabet itself is a font style rather than a piece
of writing, most of these tools and fonts are free to use, even for personal projects.

The Bottom Line

The Minecraft enchanting table language looks mysterious, but it's really just English wearing a
disguise , one borrowed from a decades-old video game, chosen for its look rather than any deeper
meaning. The words won't tell you what enchantment you're about to get, but now you know exactly
what they do say, and where that strange little alphabet actually came from.
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