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If you saw a thread once - maybe someone breaking down a technical explainer, or a founder ranting
about a product outage - and now can’t find it again, the regular X search bar usually buries it under
noise. The trick isn’t some secret menu. It’s knowing which search operators actually narrow things
down to a thread instead of a pile of unrelated single tweets.

Start with the Advanced Search form

On desktop, go straight to the form instead of typing blind into the search bar:

x.com/search-advanced

You have to be logged in - without an account, X won’t show you the full filter set, and results you do
get through a logged-out session are limited. The form has fields for exact phrases, "any of these
words," "none of these words," accounts, replies, dates, and engagement minimums. Fill in whatever
you remember and leave the rest blank. Submitting the form just builds a query string in the search
bar, so once you’ve got results you like, you can bookmark or share that URL and reuse it later.

Or just type the operators yourself

Honestly, once you know the syntax, typing directly into the search bar is faster than the form. The
ones that actually matter for hunting down a thread:

- from:username - if you remember who posted it

- "exact phrase" - quote marks around anything you remember word-for-word

- filter:self_threads - this is the one people miss. It only shows tweets that are self-replies, meaning actual
threads the author wrote themselves, not general replies from other people. Way more precise than
filter:replies for this specific job

- min_replies:20 or min_faves:100 - bumps up the engagement threshold so you’re not wading through
low-visibility posts

- since:YYYY-MM-DD and until:YYYY-MM-DD - date range, has to be that exact format, no slashes

A realistic query for a thread you half-remember someone posting in early 2026 about, say, Docker
networking:

from:someuser "docker" filter:self_threads since:2026-01-01 until:2026-03-01

Quote: One gotcha: until: is exclusive. until:2026-03-01 stops at February 28, not March 1. If you’re not
sure the thread falls exactly inside your range, pad it by a day on either side.

If you only remember a fragment of the text

Skip the account name entirely and lean on the exact phrase match. Wrap whatever you remember in
quotes - even a distinctive four or five word chunk is usually enough to cut thousands of results down
to a handful:
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"the real reason your DNS resolver is slow" filter:self_threads

Don’t overload the query with too many filters at once, though. It’s tempting to stack five operators
hoping for a laser-precise result, but X search will just return nothing if one of them is slightly off -
wrong date, wrong spelling, whatever. Add one filter, check the results, then add the next.

If you have the tweet ID (technical route)

If you’ve got the actual tweet ID of the first post in the thread - say from an old bookmark or a link
someone sent you - you can pull the whole conversation directly:

conversation_id:1234567890123456789

This works in the search bar itself, not just through the API. The conversation ID is the same as the ID
of the very first tweet in the thread, so this pulls every reply tied to that root post, including replies
from other people if the operator is used without filter:self_threads alongside it.

On mobile

X pulled the full Advanced Search form out of the iOS and Android apps years ago - it’s still not back.
Two workarounds: open x.com in your phone’s browser and switch to desktop site mode to get the
actual form, or just type operators straight into the regular in-app search bar. The operators
themselves all still work on mobile, it’s only the visual form that’s missing.

When X’s own search comes up empty

Standard search on X only reliably covers roughly the last week or two unless you’re on Premium,
which gets you a deeper archive. For anything older than that and buried, a plain Google search often
finds it faster than X’s own tool:

site:x.com "distinctive phrase from the thread"

Google’s index tends to hang onto old tweets that X’s own search has effectively stopped surfacing,
especially for threads with a decent number of replies or quote tweets linking to external sites.
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